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Gentlement

Reference is made to your letier of January 23, 1952, relative
to your claim’ against Parv LQuise Van Rossum in the amount of 220
plus 1nterest from November 23, 1049, in which you requestsd this
Office to suspend any withdrewal of any monies to the eredit of
debtor's retirement fund account until Her indebtedness tQ _your ore
ganization has been llqpldated.

Section 18 of the Civil Service Retirement Act of May 29, 1930,
as amended, 46 State 472, 5 Ue Se Co 729, provides as follows:

"None of the moneys mentioned in this Act shall be assignable,
&ther in lew or eguitv or be subject to execution, levy, or attache

This Office has held that the quoted provisions of the statute
do not apply to the United States, and that amounts owing by indi-
viduals to the United States may be recovered by sel=off against
retirement animities due them, See 16 Comp, Gone 1017; 19 id. 721g
and 21 ids 10004 The statute does apply to all other oreditors and
under the plain terms thereof the debtor could not make an ggforqe-
able assig%yent of the funds involved and they are exempt from legal
processe In such circumstences this Office would appear to have no
authority to withhold such moneys for the benefit of a private cred-
itor,.

While 1t has been held that Army exchanges are instrumentalities
of the Governmant for some purposes and that they are integral parts
of the Var Department (24 Compe Gen, 771), funds of such exchanges
are nonappropriated funds (paragraphs 3 and 4 AR 210=50) and this
Office has held that debts due such exchanges are not debts due the
United States and that there is no authority to set=-off debts due an
exchange againsgt the amount due the employee as refund of ¥otiremen
deductionse See O Comps Gone 353; 9 1de 411; and 11 id. 161, STATIMTL

It is understood that the funds of a Federal Credit Union are
the property of employees or other private persons and are not ap=
propriated funds, In that case collection by setmoff a?alnst the

dobtor's retirement fund account is prohibited,
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Accordingly, this Office may not suspend withdrewal of debtor!'s
retirement fund deductions’ pénding paymont, of your c_].a:’xmf or for any
purpose other than collection of & .dobt due the United Statess
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Very truly yours,

(Signed) LINDSAY C, VWARREN: .o - ,
Comptroller Geroral |
of the United States ,. . .,
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